INTERVIEW WITH MR LAKSHMAN RAO 

1) Tell us about your journey from a tea stall owner to an author.

My dream to become a writer started when I first read Gulshan Nanda’s books as a child. I liked his writing style and wanted to become like him. I was born in a small village in Maharashtra. One of my friends suggested me to go to a Hindi speaking state if I had to write in Hindi. I took Rs 40 from my father and went to Bhopal .There I worked as a labourer for some time but went to Delhi as I did not like Bhopal very much. I stayed in Birla Mandir Dharamshala and started looking for work. It was difficult to find work in Delhi. I even washed dishes for people. Later I opened a paan shop and started working on my books. I went to the publisher with two books but he rejected them. I published those books on my own. I won’t call it struggle because when you are passionate about something, no work seems to be big or small. 

1) Has it brought recognition to you ?

Even today many people don’t recognize me . Educated people call me mad for selling tea when I have written so many books . They don’t understand that I sell tea to earn my livelihood . Though writing is my passion , it is not enough to earn my livelihood .

2) Has it affected your financial well-being ?

Writing books has not affected my financial well-being very much . I earn enough to support myself and my family . When I started writing books, may people did not buy my books . In January , I sold books worth Rs 11,100  but  in August my sale has not been very good .

3) Do you feel there is a change in other people’s attitude towards you ?
Some people do recognize me because of my work but as such there is no        big change .  
4) How does your family react to it ?

When I first told my family about my dream to become an author , they told me that it was very difficult . Since my childhood, my only dream was to become an author . I was never interested in becoming doctor , engineer or any such thing .

Initially , I did not know the process to get my books published so I researched a lot and was finally able to publish my books .

5) How many books have you written so far ?

I have written 24 books so far out of which 12 have been published . My first book was Nayi Duniya Ki Nayi Kahani .

6) Are elements of your life and struggle a part of your works ?

I have put my real life experiences in most of my books . Most of the times , the characters of my books have been inspired from people I have seen or met . 

For ex , the book Ramdas is based on a boy from my village who drowned in the village river . It was this incident that inspired me to start writing books .

7) Is your hero/heroine always a commoner ?

Most of the times my hero/hermoine is a commoner . I try to take a common man as the protagonist . The protagonist of the book Renu is a woman from my real life everyone told me about . She was a very decent , nice lady who worked as a peon . When I saw her , she struck me as someone who could be the main character of my book  . The book , Renu  tells the story of her struggle .

8) Do you feel that our society is receptive and accepts your works , the way other author’s works get noticed .

I feel that my work should get more recognition . Though I  am satisfied with the recognition I have got till now , I think I deserve more .

9) Do you feel that you could have gained bigger name and fame if you had been associated with powerful people/family ?

Had I been from a bigger family , I would never have been an author . When we have everything we don’tput an extra effort to achieve more . I feel that if I had been working in a big office , I would never have got time or the inspiration to write books .

10) What message would you like to give to the student community ?

I want to tell the student community that no matter what work you      do , big or small do it with full dedication . Whatever work you do , it should be beneficial for your country . 

Though Government is not doing a very good work but it is doing its work . Insteading of fretting about the government , we should help it in making India a better place .

11) Any fond/special memories of your journey as an author you would 
like to share ?

My most special memory was when in 1981 the first about article about my life was published . When I read it for the first time , my eyes had filled with tears of joy . 

My worst memory was when my paan shop was destroyed by MCD because of being illegal . It was then that I decided to never do an illegal activity ever again in my life . My paan shop is fully legal and I try to never break any law .

12) What made you come to Delhi ?

When I decided to become an author , one of my friends suggested that I should write in Hindi as it one of the most widely spoken languages in India . He also suggested me to move to a Hindi-speaking state as it would be idol to sell Hindi books . So I moved to Bhopal . I lived there for some time but later shifted to Delhi as Bhopal did not suit me much .

13) Are you happy with your decision ?

I am happy with the life I have made for myself in Delhi . I have learn that you should make decisions keeping in mind your past experiences . 

My decision to move to Delhi was right at that point of time and I don’t regret it .
